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Thursday noon-time partner calls will focus on science, medical, 
and vaccine updates with time for Q&A



Agenda

• Epidemiology Update

• Omicron Variant

• Questions & Answers (Q&A)



Epidemiology Update



U.S. National Daily Incidence of COVID-19

https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#trends_dailytrendscases



Number of New COVID-19 Cases per Day in NH 

https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash
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% of Tests (Antigen and PCR) Positive for COVID-19 
(7-Day Average)

https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash
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Level of Community Transmission in NH

https://www.covid19.nh.gov/dashboard/schools

Statewide



Number of People Hospitalized with COVID-19 
Each Day in NH (Hospital Census)

https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash
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Average Number of COVID-19 Deaths per Day in NH 
(Based on Date of Death)

https://www.nh.gov/covid19/dashboard/overview.htm#dash
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Omicron Variant



COVID-19 
Omicron

1. What we know

2. What we don’t know (and 
when we might know it)



B.1.1.529 is Named VOC Omicron

11 Nov.

Botswana identified variant in ill-
returned traveler from South Africa

23 Nov.

South Africa noted rising Gauteng cases 
and 24th confirmed/announced strain

26 Nov

WHO declared VOC, named Omicron

1 Dec

First case in US: ill-returned traveler from 
South Africa to California on Nov  22

•Fully vaccinated, mild symptoms that are improving

•Self-quarantining when tested positive: close 
contacts tested negative





Nov 30: U.S. 
SARS-CoV-2 
Interagency 

Group Classified 
Omicron a VOC

• Detection in multiple countries, 
including among those without travel 
history

• Transmission and displacement of 
Delta in South Africa

• Number and locations of 
substitutions in the spike protein

• Available data for other variants with 
fewer substitutions in the spike 
protein indicating a reduction in 
neutralization by vaccinee and 
convalescent sera and certain 
monoclonal antibody treatments



What is the Concern?

High number of mutations, some unusual, some concerning for predicted

- Immune evasion

- Increased transmissibility: Re = 1.47; Gauteng Re = 1.93

Early signs from diagnostic laboratories that Omicron has rapidly increased 
in Gauteng and may already be present in most other provinces

RSA test pos jumped
16.5% Dec 1, from
10.7% Nov 30



Omicron Tracker

- Majority with h/o travel from Africa
- Netherlands identified Omicron in samples Nov 19 and 23
- Nov 26 COVID-19 arrival testing of 624 people from RSA

- Revealed 61 pos, 14 with Omicron
- Sequencing showed different strains, suggesting probably

infected from different sources and locations
- 58 countries have issued travel bans

- US: Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, Malawi, Mozambique, 
Namibia, South Africa, and Zimbabwe

- Anticipate new travel rules for all international travelers

https://newsnodes.com/nu_tracker


Cover 



 WHO reported Dec 1, reports of Omicron range from mild to severe, but 
full clinical profile poorly understood

Hospitalizations rising in RSA may be result of more cases not higher 
severity 



Cover Cover 









Delta >99.9% of US strains
Enhancing SGTF interrogation



Summary

• Omicron has emerged in RSA, identified on 5 continents, first case in US

• High number mutations – novel and known concerning for predicting increased 
transmissibility and immune evasion
• One mutation allows it to be detected/tracked by S-gene target failure on TaqPath

• Demonstrating sustained increased incidence in Gauteng RSA, increased Re

• Mutation profile predicted to give significant immune evasion and enhanced 
transmissibility: urgent work already started to understand full significance

• International travel disrupted

• With Omicron identified and Delta-driven global surge continuing, vaccines
remain critical
• mRNA vaccine modifications possible, if needed

https://www.cdc.gov/media/releases/2021/s1201-omicron-variant.html




Q&A



Healthcare Provider & Public Health Partner Calls

https://www.covid19.nh.gov/resources/general-provider-covid-19-resources-and-information

• 1st and 3rd Thursday of each month from 12:00-1:00 pm 
(Next call will be December 16th)  

• Webinar/call information (stays the same):

o Zoom link: https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/s/94059287404

o Webinar ID: 940 5928 7404

o Passcode: 353809

o Telephone: 646-558-8656 

https://nh-dhhs.zoom.us/s/94059287404

